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Media Release

From:

Sergeant Donna Black



Public Information Officer, 352-754-6830 

Re:

Arrest Made in Half Million Dollar Exploitation of Elderly
Date:

April 5, 2011
Case#: 
2010- 38213
Arrested: 
JENNIFER DENNISON, DOB 04/29/68
124 W. Parker Ave
Bushnell, Florida
Charges: 
Exploitation of the Elderly
 
Organized Scheme to Defraud
Forgery of Checks
 
Uttering Forged Checks
Bond of $64,000.00

Victims:  
Laverne Robert Dennison, W/M: 07/24/22

                
Janet A. Dennison, W/F: 08/18/37 (advanced stage dementia)

                
Brooksville Florida
A five month long investigation by Hernando County Detectives into allegations of a daughter-in-law stealing all of her elderly in-law’s money has culminated in an arrest. 
The possibility that something was amiss with Mr. Laverne and Mrs. Janet Dennison’s finances came to the family’s attention when a check written on their personal account was returned for insufficient funds.  Family members knew Mr. and Mrs. Dennison had sufficient wealth to take care of their needs for the remainder of their lives. They were astounded when a small check made out to a local dentist was returned. The family checked with the bank and learned that their  parent’s assets, to include savings and checking accounts, CD’s, annuities, life insurance and retirement funds were depleted. The Dennison family reported the incident to law enforcement.
Detective Irene Gray discovered during her investigation that Scott Dennison had Power of Attorney for his parents; however, Jennifer Dennison, his wife, handled all the finances.  Scott had no idea that his wife cancelled all his parent’s accounts, transferred funds and then took the cash to support her gambling habit until the check to the dentist bounced in August 2010.

 Detective Gray’s investigation revealed that Jennifer Dennison spent over $14 million dollars at Seminole Casino in Tampa over a two-year period.  Her winnings’ were about $13 million, leaving her at a loss of over -$700,000.

Jennifer closed at least six of her in laws accounts and took approximately $513, 535 from the victims, leaving them with nothing.
Jennifer Dennison turned herself into Detective Gray on April 5, 2011 and was booked into the Hernando County Jail. She is held on the following charges:  Exploitation of the Elderly, Organized Scheme to Defraud, Forgery of Checks, and Uttering Forged Checks. She has a total  bond of $64,000.
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