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Media Release

From: Denise M. Moloney
Community/Media Relations Manager, 352-797-3609

Re: Spring Hill Toddler Bitten by Dog

Date: May 21, 2018

On 05-21-18 at approximately 1:55 p.m., a 16-month-old child was playing with the family dog
under the supervision of the child’s mother, when the dog bit the child in the head.

The child suffered traumatic injuries as a result of the dog bite.

Hernando County deputies and Hernando County Fire Rescue responded to the scene. The
child was treated on scene by Fire Rescue, then transported to a local trauma center for
advanced care.

Preliminary investigation reveals that the family adopted the dog from Hernando County
Animal Services approximately two months ago. According to the owner, the dog has

shown no signs of aggression in previous encounters.

The owner went on to advise that the dog did not appear to maliciously attack the child, but
rather, appeared to be playing.

The case remains under investigation.
The Department of Children and Families has been contacted.
The dog has been quarantined.

There is no additional information available at this time.

The Office of Sheriff:




The Office of the Sheriff is established by the Florida Constitution. As a constitutional officer, the Sheriff has
the exclusive authority to administer his or her agency and is responsible for preserving the peace
throughout the entire county, carrying out the laws of the state, the orders of Florida courts, and the
ordinances of the Board of County Commissioners. The Sheriff is the chief law enforcement and correctional
officer of the county.

Sheriff Al Nienhuis was initially appointed as the Sheriff of Hernando County by the Governor in January of
2011. He was then elected by the people of Hernando County in 2012, and remains accountable to them.
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