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On 07-16-2025, detectives with the Hernando County Sheriff’s Office Vice and Narcotics Unit
conducted a traffic stop on a vehicle in the parking lot of the Marathon gas station, located at
1950 E Jefferson Street in Brooksville.

Detectives initiated the stop after identifying the driver as James Burrell DOB/11-30-1981, who
currently had a revoked driver’s license.

Upon making contact with Burrell, he confirmed to detectives that he was aware his license was
revoked.

While speaking with Burrell, detectives observed a plastic bag containing a crystal-like
substance in plain view in the vehicle’s cup holder. When asked about the substance, Burrell
stated it was “probably meth.” The substance tested positive for methamphetamine and had a
total weight of 6.0 grams (with baggie).

A search of the vehicle was then conducted by detectives. During the search, a backpack was
located containing the following:

e A Smith & Wesson handgun with a magazine inserted, containing ten 9mm rounds
« A plastic baggie with a crystal-like substance, which tested positive for
methamphetamine and weighed 0.5 grams (without baggie)

Detectives also located a glass smoking device and a black digital scale inside the vehicle’s
center console.

Burrell informed detectives that he had “something else” on his person. Burrell then advised
detectives he had additional methamphetamine in his pocket. Detectives conducted a search of




Burrell’s person and located a plastic baggie containing a crystal-like substance, which tested
positive for methamphetamine and weighed 4.8 grams (with baggie).

A criminal history check revealed Burrell had a previous felony conviction in 2011 for
Possession of a Controlled Substance with Intent to Sell and Unlawful Use of a Two-Way
Communication Device. A review of his status through the Office of Executive Clemency
confirmed Burrell’s civil rights had not been restored.

As a result of the traffic stop and investigation, Burrell was arrested on the following charges:

o Possession of a Controlled Substance (Methamphetamine)
o Possession of a Firearm by a Convicted Felon

e Possession of Ammunition by a Convicted Felon

e Possession of Drug Paraphernalia

« Driving While License Suspended/Revoked (DWLSR)

Burrell was transported to the Hernando County Detention Center, where he was held without
bond, pursuant to the firearm-related charges.

The Hernando County Sheriff’s Office remains committed to protecting the community through
proactive enforcement and the continued investigation of narcotics-related crimes.




