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Media Release 
 

 

From:  Cpl. Michael Terry 
  Deputy PIO, 352-797-3608 
 
Re: Pasco Man Charged with DUI and Reckless Driving Following Two-Vehicle 

Crash in Weeki Wachee  – 2025-00266994 
 
Date:  August 5, 2025 

 

On 08-02-2025 at approximately 1:30 a.m., a Hernando County Sheriff’s traffic deputy 
responded to the area of Commercial Way and Cortez Boulevard in Weeki Wachee in 
reference to a reckless driver.  
 
Deputy A. Davila located the vehicle traveling north on Commercial Way. The driver of the 
vehicle, later identified as Matthew Jowers DOB/02-22-2000, was observed traveling north 
on Commercial Way at a high rate of speed. 
 
Deputy Davila then observed Jowers lose control of the vehicle and then sideswipe another 
vehicle, causing both vehicles to crash.  
 
Jowers’ vehicle careened off the roadway and collided with a wooden utility pole, causing it 
to shear in half. 
 
Deputies were initially unable to locate Jowers, who was thrown from the vehicle upon 
colliding with the utility pole.  
 
While the driver of the other vehicle sustained non-life-threatening injuries, the driver’s dog 
was seriously injured in the crash and later died as a result of its injuries.  
 
Deputy J. Twitty soon arrived on scene and used his agency-issued drone to help locate 
Jowers. Jowers was found lying in the brush, about 20 feet from the crash site.  
 
Hernando County Fire Rescue responded to the scene and transported Jowers to the 
hospital for treatment of his injuries.  
 
After he was medically cleared at the hospital, Jowers was arrested on charges of Reckless 
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Driving and Driving Under the Influence.  
 
He was transported to the Hernando County Detention Center where he was being held in 
lieu of a $3,000 bond.   

 
Matthew Jowers 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Hernando County Crime Stoppers / Anonymous Tips 

 
If you have information on this case, please contact Hernando County Crime Stoppers.  You will remain 
anonymous!  
  
Hernando County Crime Stoppers can be reached by phone at 1-866-990-TIPS (8477)  or **TIPS from a cell 
phone.   
 
You may also submit your tip via the internet at http://www.hernandocountycrimestoppers.com .  
  
You will remain anonymous and also be eligible for a reward up to $5,000 cash! 
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