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On 02-28-2025, the Hernando County Sheriff’s Office received a report from the Hernando 
Builder’s Association regarding possible theft of funds by their Executive Officer, identified 
as Nita Hope Beckwith Melaugh DOB/1-02-1968, a seven-year employee of the organization. 
 
The Hernando Builder’s Association alleged Melaugh had used organizational funds, without 
authorization, for personal expenses. 
 
During the course of the investigation, detectives determined that between 01-01-2023, and 
November 2024, Melaugh utilized $43,952.91 in association funds for goods and services 
unrelated to the organization’s benefit. 
 
Records showed purchases linked to Melaugh’s personal accounts, including women’s 
clothing from online retailers, medical co-pays, and various other personal expenses. 
 
On 08-07-2025, Melaugh came to the Hernando County Sheriff’s Office and provided a 
statement in which she offered explanations for some of the charges appearing on the 
association’s bank and credit card statements. 
 
Melaugh was placed under arrest and transported to the Hernando County Detention 
Center on the following charge: 
 
Ct1) Grand Theft 
 
She was held without bond until her first appearance in court. 
 
Hernando Builder’s Association has been cooperative throughout this investigation. 
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