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Media Release 
 

 

From:  Cpl. Michael Terry 
  Public Information Officer, 352-797-3608 
 
Re: PACE Student Arrested For Making School Threat Via Text Message – 2025-

00316479 
 
Date:  October 10 , 2025 

 

A 16-year-old PACE Center for Girls student was arrested Thursday afternoon after 
investigators with the Hernando County Sheriff’s Office discovered she was responsible for 
making school threats via text message to the school’s administration line.  
 
Elana Murray was charged with making a False Bomb Threat, Written Threat to Kill (Mass 
Shooting), Unlawful Use of a Two-Way Communication Device, and Disrupting School 
Function.  
 
She was transported to the Hernando County Detention Center, where, after processing, 
she was taken to the Department of Juvenile Justice facility in Ocala.  
 
On 10-09-25 at approximately 10:48 a.m., PACE Center for Girls staff reported receiving text 
messages threatening to cause harm to students at the school. 
 
In an abundance of caution, both PACE Center for Girls and J.D. Floyd Elementary School 
were searched. PACE Center for Girls is located on the campus of J.D. Floyd Elementary 
School. Nothing suspicious was found.  
 
Using various investigative techniques, crime analysts with the Crime Analysis Unit were able 
to locate the person associated with the phone number that utilized the TextNow app, 
which was used to make the threat.  
 
Deputies immediately located Murray at the school and found her in possession of a 
cellphone.  
 
During questioning, Murray admitted to using the TextNow app while in class to make the 
threats. She told investigators she was “just doing stupid teenager things.” 
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Elana Murray DOB/08-19-2009 

She was charged as follows: 

- False Report of Bomb 
- Written Threats to Kill/Injure  
- Unlawful Use of a Two-Way Communication Device 
- Disrupt School/Educational Institute. 

Hernando County Crime Stoppers / Anonymous Tips 

If you have information on this case, please contact Hernando County Crime Stoppers.  You will remain 
anonymous!  

  
Hernando County Crime Stoppers can be reached by phone at 1-866-990-TIPS (8477)  or **TIPS from a cell 
phone.   
 
You may also submit your tip via the internet at http://www.hernandocountycrimestoppers.com .  
  
You will remain anonymous and also be eligible for a reward up to $5,000 cash! 
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