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On 09-11-2025, Dustin Paul Browning DOB/06-19-1988, a registered Sexual Predator, came to
the Hernando County Sheriff’s Office to complete his quarterly re-registration. During his
registration Browning reported that he has an internet account on a popular social media
site which he created two weeks prior. He further questioned if his previous sex crimes
forbid him from adopting a child or having one of his own. Browning was instructed to seek
an attorney for legal information.

A review of the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) Sexual Offender and
Predator System (SOPS) confirmed Browning was adjudicated guilty in 2007, in Hernando
County, for Lewd or Lascivious Molestation on a Victim Under 12 Years of Age, Offender 18
Years of Age or Older. This conviction designated Browning as a “Violent Sexual Predator”
in the State of Florida, with registration requirements pursuant to Florida Statute 775.21. Due
to Browning’s multiple sexual offenses dating back to his juvenile years, an involuntary Civil
Commitment Order (Jimmy Ryce Act) was issued for his confinement and treatment
following this conviction. In June 2025, Browning was released from the Florida Civil
Commitment Center in Arcadia.

Detective Marcacci conducted an investigation into the reported account which indicated
Browning created the aforementioned account 76 days prior to his reporting date.

On 10-08-2025 Detective Marcacci and Florida Department of Law Enforcement Inspector
G.Hill made contact with Browning at his residence where he confirmed ownership of the
social media account as well as an additional social media account.

Based on Browning’s failure to report his internet identifier within 48 hours, he was arrested
on the following charges:




Count 1: Failure to Report Internet Identifier / Social Media Account

Browning was transported to the Hernando County Detention Center, where he was initially
being held without bond. Browning received a $5,000 bond at his first appearance.

Hernando County Crime Stoppers / Anonymous Tips

If you have information on this case, please contact Hernando County Crime Stoppers. You will remain
anonymous!

Hernando County Crime Stoppers can be reached by phone at 1-866-990-TIPS (8477) or **TIPS from a cell phone.

You may also submit your tip via the internet at http://www.hernandocountycrimestoppers.com .

You will remain anonymous and also be eligible for a reward up to $5,000 cash!


http://www.hernandocountycrimestoppers.com/

