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On 04-08-2026, at approximately 8:03 a.m., Deputy D. Kortman, a school resource deputy at
Springstead High School, was notified by students of a male student reportedly armed with
a knife in the boys’ bathroom.

Two victims told deputies they entered the bathroom and encountered the suspect, Erich
Baugh DOB/11-08-2006, crouching in the corner with several personal items on the floor
around him.

While the students were standing at the sink, Baugh placed a mask over his face and then
stated, “I’m afraid I’'m not gonna let you leave.”

According to the victims, Baugh then pulled a steak knife from the front pocket of his hoodie
and displayed it. During the incident, two additional students entered the bathroom but
were allowed to leave after being warned about the knife. Those students immediately went
to the front office to report the incident.

A third student, who had been inside a bathroom stall, was also permitted to leave.
However, Baugh refused to allow the two remaining students to exit.

Deputy Kortman responded promptly, detained Baugh, and secured the knife. No injuries
were reported.

During questioning, Baugh told investigators that he did not personally know any of the
victims and he had been experiencing issues both at school and at home, which led to his
actions.




Baugh further stated he initially planned to take out the school guardian and then use the
guardian’s gun to create more chaos in the school. Baugh said he didn’t like the new school
guardian.

Baugh was arrested and charged with two counts of False Imprisonment and one count of
Exhibiting a Weapon on School Grounds. He was transported to the Hernando County
Detention Center, where he is being held without bond on the two counts of False
Imprisonment.

Erich Baugh
Hernando County Crime Stoppers / Anonymous Tips

If you have information on this case, please contact Hernando County Crime Stoppers. You will remain
anonymous!

Hernando County Crime Stoppers can be reached by phone at 1-866-990-TIPS (8477) or **TIPS from a cell
phone.

You may also submit your tip via the internet at http://www.hernandocountycrimestoppers.com .

You will remain anonymous and also be eligible for a reward up to $5,000 cash!
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