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Media Release 
 

 

From:  Jessica Burns 

  Community Relations Coordinator, 352-797-3660  

 

Re: K9 Alert Leads to Methamphetamine Trafficking Arrest Following Traffic Stop – 

202600111038 

 

Date:  January 16, 2026 

 

 

 

The Hernando County Sheriff’s Office arrested Gary Mansfield, DOB/07-29-1957, following a 

traffic stop that resulted in the discovery of a large quantity of methamphetamine concealed on 

his vehicle. 

 

On 01-15-2026, Deputy Barlow conducted a traffic stop on a white SUV for a traffic infraction. 

The driver and sole occupant was identified as Gary Mansfield. 

 

During the traffic stop, Deputy G. Locke arrived on scene and conducted an open-air sniff of the 

vehicle using his K-9 partner, Jester. K-9 Jester alerted to the presence of illegal narcotics within 

the vehicle. 

 

While conducting a search of the exterior of the vehicle, Deputy Barlow located a plastic 

magnetic box attached to the frame underneath the driver’s side of the vehicle, between the front 

and rear doors. Inside the box was a clear plastic baggie containing a crystal-like substance. 

 

Deputy Flores arrived on scene and assumed the primary role in the investigation. The substance 

tested positive for methamphetamine which weighed 56.29 grams.  

 

Mansfield was transported to the Hernando County Detention Center. 

 

Mansfield was arrested and charged with: 

 

- Trafficking in Methamphetamine (14 grams or more) (1 count) 

 

Bond: No Bond 
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Hernando County Crime Stoppers / Anonymous Tips 
 
If you have information on this case, please contact Hernando County Crime Stoppers.  You will remain 
anonymous!  
  
Hernando County Crime Stoppers can be reached by phone at 1-866-990-TIPS (8477) or **TIPS from a cell phone.   
 
You may also submit your tip via the internet at http://www.hernandocountycrimestoppers.com .  
  
You will remain anonymous and also be eligible for a reward up to $5,000 cash! 
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